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Welcome to Open Library

Read Free Library Books Online
Millions of books available through Controlled Digital Lending
Set a Yearly Reading Goal
Learn how to set a yearly reading goal and track what you read

Keep Track of your Favorite Books
Organize your Books using Lists & the Reading Log

Try the virtual Library Explorer
Digital shelves organized like a physical library

Try Fulltext Search
Find matching results within the text of millions of books

Be an Open Librarian
Dozens of ways you can help improve the library

Volunteer at Open Library
Discover opportunities to improve the library

Send us feedback
Your feedback will help us improve these cards

Trending Books

Preview Book

Classic Books

Books We Love

Recently Returned

Authors Alliance & MIT Press

Browse by Subject
105,164 Books
Science Fiction
19,686 Books
13,231 Books
Biographies
23,865 Books
9,252 Books
20,431 Books
31,591 Books
53,441 Books
2,062,624 Books
50,453 Books
131,332 Books
Mystery and Detective Stories
15,449 Books
2,835 Books
76,672 Books
90,893 Books
Around the Library
 Here's what's happened over the last 28 days. More recent changes .
About the Project
Open library is an open, editable library catalog, building towards a web page for every book ever published. more.
Just like Wikipedia, you can contribute new information or corrections to the catalog. You can browse by subjects , authors or lists members have created. If you love books, why not help build a library?
Latest Blog Posts
	🎉 2023 Open Library Community Celebration 🎃 - October 30, 2023
	How do patrons prefer to read? - September 14, 2023
	Google Summer of Code 2023: Supercharging Subject Pages - August 25, 2023

You are using an outdated browser. Please upgrade your browser or activate Google Chrome Frame to improve your experience.

20 Free English E-books (PDF) That’ll Give You a Taste of Classic English Literature
Reading lets you explore a whole new world.
In classic English literature , the language is so powerful that you’ll remember words, phrases and grammar long after you’ve finished the book.
Plus, you’ll learn stories which are very important to culture in the English-speaking world.
In this list, you’ll discover 20 classic English books that are perfect for intermediate learners , now available in e-book format.
20 Classic Books Now Available as Free English E-books
1. the story of doctor dolittle by hugh lofting.
	2. The Red House Mystery by A.A. Milne
	3. The Secret Garden by Frances Hodgson Burnett
	4. Treasure Island by Robert Louis Stevenson
	5. Black Beauty by Anna Sewell

6. Heidi by Johana Spyri
	7. My Man Jeeves by P.G. Wodehouse
	8. Wuthering Heights by Emily Bronte
	9. The Merry Adventures of Robin Hood by Howard Pyle
	10. The Red Badge of Courage by Stephen Crane
	11. The Picture of Dorian Gray by Oscar Wilde
	12. The Count of Monte Cristo by Alexander Dumas
	13. The Adventures of Tom Sawyer by Mark Twain
	14. The Invisible Man by H.G. Wells
	15. Emma by Jane Austen
	16. Tarzan of the Apes by Edgar Rice Burroughs
	17. The Innocence of Father Brown by G.K. Chesterton
	18. Frankenstein by Mary Shelley

19. The Moonstone by Wilkie Collins
	20. Dracula by Bram Stoker

What’s a Classic Book?
Why classic books are perfect for english learners, and one more thing....
Download: This blog post is available as a convenient and portable PDF that you can take anywhere. Click here to get a copy. (Download)

Doctor Dolittle loves animals. He loves them so much that when his many pets scare away his human patients, he learns how to talk to animals and becomes a veterinarian instead.
He then travels the world to help animals with his unique ability to speak their language.
2.  The Red House Mystery by A.A. Milne

Does the name Winnie the Pooh sound familiar? Author A.A. Milne is best remembered for creating the fluffy, yellow teddy bear.
But before he became a famous children’s book author Milne wrote a few adult fiction books. “The Red House Mystery” is one of these.
In this mystery novel, the guests in a man’s home become detectives as they try to find a killer—who is one of them!
3.  The Secret Garden by Frances Hodgson Burnett

“The Secret Garden” is a touching story about the power of friendship.
Mary Lennox is a spoiled and rude little girl sent by her parents to live at her uncle’s huge home. One day while exploring outside the home, she discovers a secret: a locked garden.
The secret garden helps her make a friend, and thanks to the love of their friendship she learns to be a better person.
4.  Treasure Island by Robert Louis Stevenson

Everything you know about pirates probably came from this one book: wooden legs, parrots on the shoulder and treasure maps.
“Treasure Island” is the story of a boy who sails on a ship searching for treasure, but instead finds himself surrounded by terrible pirates. It’s also a story about growing up, full of action and adventure.
5.  Black Beauty by Anna Sewell

“Black Beauty” is one the best-selling books of all time, and for a good reason—this story about a horse teaches kindness towards animals and people.
The story is told by the horse. It describes his life and the many cruel people and difficult times he had to live through before finding peace.
It’s a great read even if you’re not a fan of horses.

“Heidi” is a book often described as being “for children and for people who love children.”
It does a great job of showing the world through a little girl’s eyes as she explores the mountains in Switzerland. She makes many friends along the way, but also deals with the kinds of fears that a child would have, like being alone and away from the people who love you.
It’s a long book, but one that’s easy to fall in love with.
7.  My Man Jeeves by P.G. Wodehouse

These days not many of us have butlers (servants hired to care for you and your house) but whenever people talk about a butler, his name sometimes comes up as Jeeves.
That name comes from Wodehouse’s series of books featuring the perfect butler Jeeves, and the many humorous adventures he and his employer had.
8.  Wuthering Heights by Emily Bronte

Jealousy and revenge are the main themes of “Wuthering Heights,” which is the name of the farmhouse where the story takes place.
This book can be hard to get through, and it’s not because of the vocabulary. It’s a hard book to read because of all the cruelty in it. Still, this is a good book if you’re interested in dramas and passions.
9.  The Merry Adventures of Robin Hood by Howard Pyle

Robin Hood is a special kind of thief: he steals from the rich and gives to the poor. This book is a collection of stories about the legendary, kindhearted thief and his group of outlaw friends.
Be prepared for many fun and funny moments, and some with a more serious tone. This book is perfect for reading little by little, since the stories are only connected by their characters.
10.  The Red Badge of Courage by Stephen Crane
There are many war books that show how terrible war is physically—all the violence and death. “The Red Badge of Courage” talks instead about the psychological terrors of war.
It’s told from the point of view of a soldier in the Civil War who’s actually running away from the battlefield. It uses many symbols and metaphors to discuss the important themes.
If you can handle the advanced vocabulary, you can find much more meaning hidden in this book.
11.  The Picture of Dorian Gray by Oscar Wilde
What if you could stay young forever? Dorian Gray makes a deal to stay young forever—while a painted portrait of him shows all the signs of aging.
Of course, it turns out this deal he made might not have been such a good idea after all…
12.  The Count of Monte Cristo by Alexander Dumas
After being thrown into jail for a crime he didn’t commit, Edmond manages to escape and become rich. With his new money, he tries to get revenge on the people who put him in prison, but his plans don’t quite go like he hopes.
“The Count of Monte Cristo” is about betrayal, love and letting go.
13.  The Adventures of Tom Sawyer by Mark Twain
Tom Sawyer is a troublemaking little boy who’s always causing problems, having fun and enjoying many crazy adventures. In this classic tale by Mark Twain, Tom visits his own funeral, stops a crime and tries very hard to get a girl to like him.
Tom Sawyer is a well-known name in American literature and his stories of adventure are very fun to read.
14.  The Invisible Man by H.G. Wells
Being invisible sounds like fun, but is it really?
When a man learns how to make himself invisible, all he gets in return is problems and people betraying him. Maybe he should have just stayed normal…
15.  Emma  by Jane Austen
Jane Austen is perhaps best known for her novel “Pride and Prejudice,” which is about life and love for rich, upper-class people in the early 1800s.
“Emma” takes place in the same time period, focusing on the character of Emma who is “handsome, clever and rich.”
Emma thinks that she’s great at matching people up to get married, but she soon learns that maybe she shouldn’t interfere with (get involved in) people’s lives so much.
16.  Tarzan of the Apes by Edgar Rice Burroughs
Tarzan is a wild man, raised by apes in the middle of the jungle. This book tells about his life among the apes and other animals, and what happens when a wild monkey man meets other humans for the first time.
17.  The Innocence of Father Brown by G.K. Chesterton
If you met Father Brown, you wouldn’t realize that he’s a great detective. He’s a small Catholic priest who always carries an umbrella—the kind of person who’s easy to forget.
He’s a great thinker, though, and he can see people for who they really are. “The Innocence of Father Brown” has 12 short stories where the little priest uses his knowledge of human nature to solve mysteries.
18.  Frankenstein by Mary Shelley
Creating life from death is Dr. Frankenstein’s dream. When he finally brings a dead man to life, things don’t work out the way he wants.
If you know the Frankenstein monster, you might think he’s a terrible creature.
But this book tells the real story of Dr. Frankenstein’s creation, named only “the monster.” It turns out that the monster might not be such a monster after all.

If you love detective books, you’ll love “The Moonstone,” which might be the first detective novel in the English language!
It has everything that a good mystery needs—a precious jewel is stolen during a young woman’s 18th birthday party.
Who stole the jewel and where is it now? Follow the trail of the thief in this book.
20.  Dracula by Bram Stoker

Dracula is one of the best known vampires of all time. If you’ve watched any movies about Dracula, you might be surprised at what the actual book is like.
It’s an epistolary novel, which means it’s written completely in the form of letters, and the story of Dracula is told through other people’s points of view.
It’s an interesting look at the first “modern” vampire, and it’s really a great read.
“Classic books” are books that have “stood the test of time.” This expression means that a lot of time has passed and these books have still survived as important pieces of culture.
People have enjoyed these books for a long time, and they still enjoy them today.
One thing that all classic literature has in common is that it’s universal. That means that these books contain themes and topics that are relevant to every human being.
No matter where you live in the world, no matter what year you were born, you’ll be able to read and understand the main ideas these books talk about. A classic book will explore things every human knows and cares about, like love, hate, life and death. These are things all  humans have experienced for hundreds and thousands of years.
There are a few different ways to tell if a book is the right reading level for you. One of these is the lexile range . The books in the list above are in the lexile range that’s perfect for intermediate English learners.
They’re also listed in order of their reading difficulty, from the easier books to the more difficult ones.
To find the perfect difficulty for you, start from the first book and move down through the list until you find a book that you can understand, but that still gives you a little challenge and has some words you don’t know.
Also, keep in mind that some of these books are old. If you have trouble understanding the language of the book, try something different ! You could start with modern fiction books , which are often in more relatable language.
FluentU takes authentic videos—like music videos, movie trailers, news and inspiring talks—and turns them into personalized language learning lessons.
You can try FluentU for free for 2 weeks. Check out the website or download the iOS app or Android app.
P.S. Click here to take advantage of our current sale! (Expires at the end of this month.)

Try FluentU for FREE!
The key is to build up your level. English speakers typically work their way up from children’s books to young adult (YA) novels and then eventually classics and adult literature.
With enough reading and practice, you’ll be able to tackle more complex stories.
All of the books listed above became classics because people have read and loved them again and again over many years. Hopefully you’ll enjoy these stories too as you explore English literature!
If you like learning English through movies and online media, you should also check out FluentU. FluentU lets you learn English from popular talk shows, catchy music videos and funny commercials , as you can see here:

If you want to watch it, the FluentU app has probably got it.
The FluentU app and website makes it really easy to watch English videos. There are captions that are interactive. That means you can tap on any word to see an image, definition, and useful examples.

FluentU lets you learn engaging content with world famous celebrities.
For example, when you tap on the word "searching," you see this:

FluentU lets you tap to look up any word.
Learn all the vocabulary in any video with quizzes. Swipe left or right to see more examples for the word you’re learning.

FluentU helps you learn fast with useful questions and multiple examples. Learn more.
The best part? FluentU remembers the vocabulary that you’re learning. It gives you extra practice with difficult words—and reminds you when it’s time to review what you’ve learned. You have a truly personalized experience.
Start using the FluentU website on your computer or tablet or, better yet, download the FluentU app from the iTunes or Google Play store. Click here to take advantage of our current sale! (Expires at the end of this month.)
Enter your e-mail address to get your free PDF!
We hate SPAM and promise to keep your email address safe

Free Online Short Story Book collections in all Fiction Genres in Pdf & ePub
Latest Books First Earlier Books First EPUB Books Only KINDLE Books Only Grid View List View
Online Story Books for When Time is ... Short!
Short stories are a fantastic way to get reading without investing huge amounts of time in a novel. We’ve all started a book, got busy and then picked it up only to have forgotten what we have read and have to go back a chapter just to get caught up. If you don’t have time to read every day this is a common problem.
With a short story you can usually get from start to finish in one sitting. In fact, that is basically the definition of a short story.
You can expect all kinds of stories, plots, relationships, and characters. The common theme with shorts is just that – short. It crosses every genre so whether you want action and adventure , science fiction , love stories , or something to make you think differently about the word, it will be available as short fiction.
Shorts have been mainstream popular from the late 18th century but picked up in the 19th century as distribution of the written word grew through newspapers, magazines and books. Many famous authors of well known novels have written short stories when starting out as a way to get published and get their name out there. Others write them for the enjoyment between their big novels. Charles Dickens even wrote shorts.
Fairy tales are also considered to be in this genre. The Brothers Grimm (early 19th century) are especially well known and their stories are read by children and teenagers  to this day.
As already mentioned, the rise of newspapers and magazines supported growth of the short story. In the late 19th century Arthur Conan Doyle wrote short fiction about his famous detective character, Sherlock Holmes. These were published in magazines of the day and brought notoriety to the author and, of course, the character. The success of the Sherlock Holmes is still obvious today in the form of film and television.
Around the same time that Sherlock Holmes was becoming famous, H. G. Wells was writing his short science fiction stories and building his own fan base. Wowing audiences with stories of space and the future.
Today, the internet allows anyone to publish free downloadable books : you'll be familiar with 'posts' on facebook and the like. And there is no shortage of short story anthologies ... but you need to know where to find them! Choosing from the collection here at obooko is one of the easier ways to get into the literary world. Even if you have never read a book before, make it a resolution this year to download a free short story and see how it goes. Then try a novelette before starting your first novel.
Another interesting area that has become popular with the Internet is fan fiction. This is where fans of more famous novels and characters write their own short fiction online using the characters and settings in new ways.
At obooko we have an abundance of free short story collections available to download. Get yourself a collection and sink your teeth into a new story every day. There are many genres to choose from and why not try something new – you don’t have to invest as much time as a full length novel.
All titles in this category are legally licensed for free download in PDF ePub, & Kindle Formats.
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Have you ever needed a moment of rest and the only place available had a strange name but take it or leave it was the choice. Grub Hotel is not the best name for a traveler’s choice. However, it is appropriate for a hotel with an extra special room that only exists when a miracle is needed. Some...

This is a short story about an uncanny friendship between an android and a half-android, about friendship and sacrifice. If you like it, please leave a comment, thank you :)

Writings Near the End of the Human Era
There are two collections in this book: one of 15 short stories and one of 11 book reviews. Fiction and nonfiction don't usually get combined this way, but, in my writing at least, I think the two complement one another. A 2nd reason for the fiction/nonfiction merger is that joining the two gives...

Turn - A Short Sci-fi Story
The year is 1994 in the Nevada desert. On a drive out into the desert from work, a normal guy named Blake Rutter encountered beings from another dimension. This leads to questions about his mental health and whether he is telling the truth. The events he experiences are shocking, but he has help...

Transangels
The story winds its way through the world of trans ideology from the origin and purpose to the end user, with a little dusting of family dynamic and religion. The fun and easy way of seeing the framework behind the most extensive attempt at manipulation of society we have ever seen or are likely...

Beyond the Vat
A collection of short fictions — a miscellany of the apocryphal and grim — including a couple that reference the author's previously-published brain-in-the-vat stories. Many of the stories are what might be called 'alternate history,' although the author uses the term 'apocryphal tales' — as...

NO ONE LOVES GUSTAV SEASON 2
Life has offered Gustav one option only, to fall. But life is gracious enough to offer him two options to fall for. He either fall in love with Sabrina or fall in suffering. There is no way he can escape both.

THE GOSPEL OF MIRIAM
Miriam of Magdala, better known as Saint Mary Magdalen, fateful disciple and companion of Yeshua of Nazareth (Jesus Christ). Transported for her safety and that of her unborn child to the future at the request of a dying Yeshua. After living for fifteen years at the secret base of the Time...

NO ONE LOVES GUSTAV

Willowing Skywardly: Stories and Essays
Part One features short fiction written since Anthology of Hardly 20/20 Flash! Fiction and Missing Stories: An Anthology of Hardly 20/20 Flash! Fiction.Part Two Non-Fiction includes two sections: the first comprises book reviews and essays from 2020 and 2021 and the second includes two papers from...

Free English Story Books (Level 1) – PDF
Reading English story books can show you magical new worlds and help you to improve your English. Reading English stories one of the best way to upgrade your English skills.
Reading books will give you a chance to contact with the English language without thinking grammar rules and it is also fun! If you are afraid of reading full novels, check out following popular short stories.
If you take books in your life, you don’t have to look for research papers for sale .  If you have beginner, elementary level of understanding, you will enjoy these English stories for beginners.
1. Girl Meets Boy – Beginner Level

Plot Summary:
“Donna meets Mark on a boat to Spain. She likes him and he likes her, but then Mark sees Donna dancing with his brother Dave. Is Donna in love with Mark and, if so, why is she dancing with Dave?”
  Girl Meets Boy PDF – download
2. The Adventures of Tom Sawyer – Beginner Level

“The adventures and pranks of a mischievous boy growing up in a nineteenth-century Mississippi River town as he witnesses a crime, hunts for the pirates’ treasure, and becomes lost in a cave.”
  The Adventures of Tom Sawyer PDF – download
Check also: English Story Books for Beginners (Level 2-3) Alice in Wonderland Story Book (PDF) Little Red Riding Hood Short Story (PDF) 10+ Classic Books to Read in English PDF
3. The Gift of the Magi and Other Stories – Beginner Level eBook

“A husband and wife sell their most prized possessions in order to purchase the perfect gift for each other, along with other stories.”
  The Gift of the Magi PDF – download
4. Brown Eyes

  Brown Eyes PDF – download
5. The Wizard of Oz

  The Wizard of Oz Story Book PDF – (download)
6. The Little Prince – Antoine de Saint-Exupéry
One of the best stories of all time. You can download and read The Little Prince e-book in English down below.

  The Little Prince PDF – download
7. Robinson Crusoe – Beginners Level

Robinson Crusoe is a classic adventure story that has captivated readers for generations. Now we’re delighted to offer a beginner’s level e-book download of this timeless tale, specially designed for English language learners. If you’re just starting to learn English or want to improve your language skills, this e-book is a fantastic way to embark on a literary journey with the story of Robinson Crusoe.
  Robinson Crusoe PDF – download

You May Also Like

10+ Fast Ways to Learn and Remember English Vocabulary

20+ Example Sentences in the Past Progressive Tense

Telephone Conversations in English (PDF)
I am nt able to download these books
I just downloaded them
I really appreciate for your time and effort bringing up this very important Grammar Book for all students around the world who are not the English native speakers.
Learnenglishteam.com site is the best for beginners who likes learn fist step English language. As well as we can download the book easily than other site 😍
Happy to help! 🙂
thanks for the books
Thank a lot.. This is really helpful for me
Thank you very much for interesting stories. It helps me learning English.
thanks for the books 🙂
Thank you for books 😊 its very fun
Brilliant resources – thanks so much!
That were really nice ebooks and stories. In Girl meets boy.
that were really nice to study with nice stories
thank you so much
hi i love this
thanks a lot for your PDF sharing books.
You are welcome!
I am using your beginner english books for my translate classes, thank you!
I am a beginner. Thanks for short English stories.
+44 2084 32 32 82
SALE UP TO 50% OFF + FREE worldwide delivery

Free Stories for Kids

Showing 21 - 30 of 50 Free Children's Books

021: DO YOU WONDER ABOUT RAIN, SNOW, SLEET AND HAIL?
Categories:  Age 4-7  /  Age 8-12
“What’s to wonder about water?”, you might ask. Professor Ture will tell you why.  Filled with compelling illustrations, this free children’s book takes a dive  into a whirlpool of knowledge about the ubiquitous water that we often take for granted.

022: I FOUND A FROG
Something magical was happening in the fish bowl  and he wasn’t  quite ready for what lay in store.  Read this captivating free illustrated book for kids that encourages them to explore and be awed by the many wonders of nature. 

023: A DOG ON A LOG
Categories:  Age 0-3  /  Age 4-7
Is there ever an ordinary day at the beach? Read what happens when a flea, a dog and a hog meet on a warm sunny day by the sea.  This Free Children’s Book is great read for children aged 3 to 8. 

024: ARE WE THERE YET?
Looking for a Free Bedtime story books? Jim and Jen are going to the zoo and the drive never seems to end. EVER! They just made a song for the road and the tune is growing on mom and dad.Let’s tap our feet and sing along..

025: DRAGONS
Dragons come in many shapes and sizes and speak different tongues. Some are mean, some are kind, some have legs while some don’t. No matter what they all have one thing in common..they grab eyes wherever they go.  Join our free children’s book giveaway to read more about these wonderful creatures.

026: THE HIKE
Mandy and grandpa went on a hike . But it was more than that. Together they explored the woods, learnt to be at peace with nature and talked their hearts out about things that mattered. It was a special bond between them and you’ve got to read this great free illustrated children’s book to experience it. Happy Exploring!!

027: PIRATES COVE
Sandy chances upon an old treasure map and as the events roll out one after another, he becomes richer both by pennies and by thoughts. Here’s a treasure hunt to embark upon  in this free children’s storybook. Sail Away Captain! The seven seas are yours.

028: THE WAY OF THE WOODS
Shh!  Did you hear that? The jungle’s saying a story and you cannot afford to miss it. A colorful narrative set in the woods..camouflaged as a free children’s dog story. Happy Reading!

029: JIMMY'S FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL
Jimmy’s starting school and he doesn’t know what’s in store. One step at a time, slowly but surely, he made it to the school bus. And off he went! Just like that. The illustrations in the free bed time book for children evoke sweet memories of that very special first day at school.

030: BULLY BILL
He thought he was the Lord of the Farm. He thought he was Boss. But his vanity was short lived and soon he learnt a lesson he’ll never forget. Follow this funny and thoughtful story of a certain farm we chanced upon in this free bedtime storybook.
Subscribe to our newsletter to receive FREE Books every week and exclusive offers
Use this popup to embed a mailing list sign up form. Alternatively use it as a simple call to action with a link to a product or a page.
Age verification
By clicking enter you are verifying that you are old enough to consume alcohol.
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Reluctant Reader Books
63 Short Stories for Middle School: Free PDF Downloads

Below you’ll find the best short stories for middle school: our 16 favorites, One Page Stories, Funny Stories, Mysteries, Horror, Science Fiction, Literary, Classics, and Adventure.
Want stories for high school ? Go here .
Lamb to the Slaughter
The landlady, the most dangerous game, the pedestrian.
	The Monkey’s Paw

The Hitchhiker
Sorry, wrong number, third from the sun, time enough at last, the black cat, the cask of amontillado, the lottery, the 9 billion names of god, harrison bergeron, the disciple, the scholarship jacket, hearts & hands, story of an hour, the dinner party, a tent in agony, one of these days, names/nombres, the story of the bad little boy, seventh grade, affair at 7 rue de m, ransom of red chief, adventure of the speckled band, three tools of death, night drive, on the sidewalk bleeding, click clack the rattlebag, the elevator.
	Dracula’s Guest
	The Wife’s Story

The Terrible Old Man
The necklace, the lady or the tiger, after 20 years, the rocking horse winner, an occurrence at owl creek bridge, the gift of the magi, the boar hunt, the treasure in the forest, three skeleton key, a sound of thunder, hey you down there, the eyes have it, mars is heaven, there will come soft rains, the friday that changed everything, a christmas memory, the circuit, treasure of lemon brown, everyday use, one friday morning, rules of the game, 41 short stories for high school: free pdf, the funniest book ever set in a cadaver lab, best short stories for middle school: free pdf.
Below we’ve selected our favorite 16 short stories for middle school. These 16 stories can be found in our free PDF download (click thumbnail to preview). Accompanying lesson plans can also be found at TpT with over 182 pages of thought-provoking and engaging material.
What’s in our lesson plans? See here .

By Roald Dahl In a fit of rage, a wife murders her husband. Now what is she to do? How will she get rid of the evidence?

By Roald Dahl A young man in search of lodging for the night finds more than he bargained for at a mysterious bed & breakfast run by a strange old woman.

By Richard Connell A madman hunts human beings for sport on his private island. But with his latest “guest” he may have finally met his match.

By Ray Bradbury A man goes out for a walk in a dark, lonely city of the future only to discover that sometimes even walking is an act of rebellion.

By Ray Bradbury The classic tale of the dangers of technology replacing reality and a critique of lackadaisical parenting.

The Monkey’s Paw
By WW Jacobs The greatest tale ever told about being careful what you wish for, with one of the finest endings ever penned.

By Lucille Fletcher A radio play written by a master of the form about a man driving the lonely American highways, and the hitchhiker who appears time & again.

By Lucille Fletcher A woman asks an operator to connect her call but ends up dialed into a party line where two men are discussing a murder.

By Richard Matheson A family looks to escape their home planet to avoid impending nuclear war. Can they make it out without getting caught?

By Lynn Venable All he wanted was a little time to read. Then the bombs fell, and he finally had all the time he could ever want.

By Edgar Allan Poe A man descends slowly into alcoholism, madness and murder in Poe’s twisted tale of a man haunted by the ghost of the cat he has killed.

By Edgar Allan Poe The all-time classic tale of the perfect revenge. Fortunato thinks he’s getting a rare taste of wine, but Montresor has other plans.

By Shirley Jackson Perhaps the greatest twist ending in 20th Century fiction. A wicked tale of a small town lottery and the danger of tradition.

By Arthur C Clarke A group of monks atop a mountain need a computer to help them write down all nine billion names of God.

By Kurt Vonnegut In the future, excellence in any way. is forbidden and strictly controlled. Until one young man decides to rebel.

One Page Short Stories for Middle School
Some days all you have time for is a one page short story. Or maybe a two pager. The stories below are some of the shortest tales you can find for free online, written by a variety of masters: O. Henry, Gabriel Garcia Marquez, Martha Salinas, Philip K. Dick and more.
By Anton Chekhov “Who is the more humane executioner, one who kills you in a few seconds or one who draws the life out of you incessantly, for years?”

By Oscar Wilde Everyone knows the story of Narcissus who wasted away staring at his reflection. But what about the pool’s point of view?
By Marth Salinas Martha spent years earning that jacket. But some teachers want to give it to a school board member’s daughter.

By O Henry “Among the newcomers were two young men, one of handsome presence…the other a ruffled, glum-faced person…The two were handcuffed together.”
By Kate Chopin “Knowing that Mrs. Mallard was afflicted with a heart trouble, great care was taken to break to her as gently as possible the news of her husband’s death.”

By Mona Gardner A lovely and lively dinner party. A daring wager put to all in attendance. A cunning guest who knows more than she’s letting on.
By Stephen Crane An encounter with the local wildlife goes horribly wrong when an old black bear walks into a tent looking for some food.

By Gabriel Garcia Marquez A dentist must remove the tooth of the local Mayor, who happens to be a sworn enemy. He takes the job.
By Julia Alvarez “At the hotel my mother was Missus Alburest, and I was little girl, as in, ‘Hey, little girl, stop riding the elevator up and down. It’s not a toy.’”

Funny Short Stories For Middle School
Few writers have the knack for crafting funny short stories for middle school. Laughter on the page is a tough trick, but some authors pull it off time and again.

By Mark Twain Once there was a bad little boy named Jim — though, if you notice, you’ll find that bad little boys are nearly always called James…
By Gary Soto A seventh grade boy finds himself trying to impress his crush and relying on the suspect advice of his friends.

By John Steinbeck A young boy who loves to chew gum discovers one day that his wad of bubble gum enjoys chewing him! An amusing tale of the supernatural.
By O Henry “We chose for our victim the only child of an influential citizen named Ebenezer Dorset. He was a boy of ten, with red hair.”

Mystery Short Stories for Middle School
Who doesn’t love a good mystery short story for middle school? Whether a story of classic detection like Sherlock Holmes or a wonderful twist on murder most foul, mystery stories are a delight.
By Arthur Conan Doyle A classic mystery of a locked room murder, Doyle considered this to be the finest short story he ever wrote.

By GK Chesterton A troubled girl’s father is found dead, and Father Brown must unravel his mysterious murder by one of three deadly weapons.
By Will F Jenkins Madge just wanted to pick up her husband, but an unexpected passenger leads to dark and terrible truth about the human soul.

By Shirley Jackson Why did Charles hit the teacher? Was it just because the teacher made him write with red crayons?
By Evan Hunter “He lay on the sidewalk, bleeding, and he thought only:  That was a fierce rumble. They got me good that time , but he did not know he was dying.”

Scary Short Stories For Middle School
We love scary short stories for middle school. Better yet though: middle school kids love scary stories themselves. Of all the tales we’ve used in the classroom, few have as much impact as the dark and spooky journeys found here.
By Neil Gaiman “We walked along the upper corridor in the shadows, walking from patch of moonlight to patch of moonlight. It really was a big house.”

By Ray Bradbury A young man returns to his hometown after getting married only to discover the ghost of a girl he once loved as a boy.
By William Sleator Twelve year old Martin is afraid of the elevator in his new apartment building. He tries to avoid it. He should have tried harder.

Dracula’s Guest
By Bram Stoker Removed by Stoker from the novel, this tale serves as an excellent introduction to the greatest of all vampires: Count Dracula.
The Wife’s Story
By Ursula K LeGuin “He was a good husband, a good father. I don’t understand it. I don’t believe in it. I don’t believe that it happened. I saw it happen but it isn’t true.”

By HP Lovecraft Not all old men are as weak and helpless as they seem. This is a truth three misguided thieves discover all too late.

Classic Short Stories For Middle School
Classic short stories for middle school stand the test of time. They continue to resonate with readers of every new generation. The classic short stories here are among some of the best ever written.
By Guy de Maupassant One of the finest short stories by one of the great practitioners of the form, with a gut kick of a twist ending.

By Frank Stockton Behind one door a beautiful lady. Behind the other a voracious and hungry tiger. Make your choice very carefully.
By O. Henry Two men agreed to meet again in one spot 20 years later. But when two strangers collide in that spot in the night, they discover the irony of fate.

By DH Lawrence A little boy believes that he can correctly guess the derby winners each time by riding his rocking horse.
By Ambrose Bierce A man is to be hung at Owl Creek Bridge. But the rope snaps and he escapes. Or does he? One of the great twist endings of all time.

By O. Henry The classic tale of a man and wife who sacrifice their greatest treasures for each other on Christmas Eve.

Adventure Short Stories for Middle School
Adventure short stories for middle school take readers far and away. Deep into the jungle. Onto deserted (or not so deserted) islands. Into lonely lighthouses. All these adventure stories are exciting, engaging and full of surprises.

By Jose Vasconcelos A hunting party deep in the jungle believes they’ve come across the ultimate score. But the tables quickly turn.
By HG Wells Two ruthless treasure hunters have murdered a man for his treasure map. But what they find in the forest i smore than they imagined.

By George Toudouze My most terrifying experience? Well, one does have a few in thirty-five years of service in the Lights, although it’s mostly monotonous…
By Liam O’Flaherty “On a rooftop near O’Connell Bridge, a Republican sniper lay watching. Beside him lay his rifle and…a pair of field glasses.”

By Ray Bradbury In the future, hunters use time travel to venture back into the past to hunt the most dangerous game of all time.

Science Fiction Short Stories for Middle School
Science fiction short stories for middle school push the boundaries of the imagination. They ask what if in ways that few other types of stories can. These science fiction short stories stand out as some of the most powerful of the form.
By Harold Rolseth A wickedly humorous story about a couple digging a well who discover an unknown race deep underground.

By Philip K Dick It was quite by accident I discovered this incredible invasion of Earth by lifeforms from another planet…
By Ray Bradbury They land on Mars only to discover themselves in a town that looks exactly like one they left on Earth, and it’s filled with people they know.

By Ray Bradbury What happens in the future when nuclear war has wiped out all of humanity and all that’s left is our technology winding down?

Literary Short Stories for Middle School
Literary short stories for middle school explore life and all of its mysteries. The stories below capture life at a variety of extremes and reveal powerful insights into life, death, greed, fear and more.

By Anne Hart A school teacher considers changing the rules, pitting the boys against the girls in a tale of power and jealousy.
By McKnight Malmar A woman arrives home alone on the eve of a great storm. Waiting for her husband, she believes she’s found a body in the cellar.

By Truman Capote The classic short story recounting Capote’s childhood memories of him and his best friend as they try to gather money to purchase what they need to bake fruitcakes for Christmas.
By Francisco Jimenez The peak of the strawberry season was over and the last few days the workers, most of them braceros, were not picking as many boxes.

By Walter Dean Myers “There weren’t any more scraping noises, but he was sure he had heard something in the darkness—something breathing!”
By Alice Walker “In real life I am a large, big-boned woman with rough, man-working hands…I can kill and clean a hog as mercilessly as a man.”

By Langston Hughes “Casually, one day, Miss Dietrich asked Nancy Lee what color frame she thought would be best on her picture. That had been the first inkling.”
By Amy Tan “I was six when my mother taught me the art of invisible strength. It was a strategy for winning arguments, respect from others…”
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100+ Children’s Books for Free! [PDF]
* If you have doubts about how to download free books from InfoBooks, visit our guide to downloading books .

Welcome to our wonderful world of children’s books! Here you’ll find a wide variety of stories and adventures that will dazzle the little ones and foster their love for reading.
Our goal is to offer free, high-quality children’s book downloads, so that there is always a good story in your children’s lives. Our selection of children’s books covers many themes, ensuring there’s always something new and interesting to explore.
In addition, we take pride in providing educational and entertaining materials that will help children develop reading and comprehension skills while having fun diving into magical and fantastic worlds.
We’ve organized our children’s books into different categories and genres, so you can easily find the perfect book for each little reader.
Dive into our collection of free children’s books and start sharing unforgettable reading moments with your little ones.
1) Animal Coloring Books

It is a fortune that most children like to color, is a very profitable activity that brings many benefits.  Drawing , coloring and painting are ways for children to express themselves through  art . It helps them to develop many skills in addition to finding a healthy and different vehicle of communication.
Usually these types of activities are left to the school, but nothing is more wrong. At home, children should be allowed to express themselves through colors and shapes.
Besides being a way to express themselves and transmit emotions and ideas,  coloring  brings several benefits in the development of the child that are interesting to know. It develops the imagination, promotes concentration, strengthens fine motor skills, allows relaxation and provides entertainment and fun.

FREE BOOKS [PDF]
2) Bedtime Stories for Children

Discover a magical collection of children’s stories specially designed to accompany kids in their sweet dreams.
These bedtime stories are the perfect ingredient to create a relaxing bedtime routine, transporting little ones to a world of fantasy and tranquility.
With endearing characters, captivating plots, and comforting messages, these stories are the key to immersing children in a deep and restful sleep.

3) Books for Babies

Human beings have the capacity to interpret reality from the time they are babies. You don’t have to wait for your children to talk or go to school to start teaching them the habit of reading.
When a baby listens to the voice of his/her mom or dad, it creates an important emotional connection and security that impacts his/her development. Reading stories or poems to your baby strengthens the bond and helps your child get used to understanding reality through familiar voices.
Keep in mind that your baby is already a thinking being and is evolving rapidly every day. Early stimulation is extremely important, even to prevent or improve future conditions such as learning disabilities, language problems or autism.
4) Books on Reading and Writing

Interpretive reading and writing is a capacity and ability that we should all have. This is possible through the technique of deciphering a word or text, through the graphic transcription of oral language, using cognitive, sensory and motor skills.
It is a learning process on which educators will place special emphasis during early childhood education. Through interpretive reading and writing, the individual will be able to orient and structure their thoughts in relation to a written document in a given language.
Currently, the most commonly used methods are: syllabic, global and mixed. In the past, other syllabic methods were used, using syllabic books or notebooks that tried to make letters and form words. Nowadays, linguistic elements are taken into account, the relationship between the object and the words, so that the child gives a meaning to those letters or words and relates them to real life objects.
5) Books to Learn to Read

Reading books aloud is one of the best ways you can help your child  learn to read . This activity can also be fun for you. The more enthusiasm you show in reading a book, the more your child will enjoy it. The most important thing to remember is to let your child follow his or her own pace and have fun with what they are doing.
Books for learning to read are a good way to speed up your child’s learning. Keep in mind that games will encourage and entertain him/her, and that he/she will unconsciously take big steps in reading.
Patience should accompany you, as it is a long and exciting process in which you will have an important role. As a parent, you will need a little creativity and a lot of time to spend with your little one.
6) Books with Pictograms

As a highly effective and delightful didactic strategy for children, free books with pictograms in PDF format emerged, which we are bringing to you in this section.
The first pictograms were the precursors of the writing system we know today, and they have endured over time as a mechanism to convey a clear and precise message through an image.
It is these images that are used in the texts we are sharing with you today, aimed at children, with the intention of conveying information to them in the best way possible.
7) Children's Books

In our children’s books section, you will find an exciting collection of readings designed especially for young readers.
From short and fun books to educational materials for preschoolers and thrilling reads for children aged 8 to 14, our selection covers a wide variety of topics and age ranges.
Our goal is to foster a love for reading, imagination, and learning through captivating stories and interactive activities.
8) Children's Story Books

Children’s stories  are tales or narratives, usually fictional in nature, whose purpose is varied, since some are merely informative, others have a ludic (playful) sense and others have a didactic purpose.
In today’s world, where there have been notable advances in the study of human behavior, children’s stories play an important role in pedagogical and cognitive development.
At present, children’s stories are catalogued as a reinforcement tool for the individual integration to the processes of society, and as a support for the teaching of values, all of this in full agreement with the processes of elementary education in force.
9) Christmas Stories

Christmas is a very special time of year. For children, it’s a magical season, and for adults, it’s a time to reminisce and rediscover that childlike spirit that stays hidden the rest of the year.
The tales, stories, and legends of Christmas are countless. They are stories that make you dream of the magical days of Christmas, filled with gifts and special moments with family.
Here, we have gathered a selection of the best Christmas Stories for children so that you can enjoy the holiday spirit without needing to pay or register.
10) Coloring Books

Discover a world full of colors and fun with our wide selection of coloring books. You will find a variety of options that will ignite the imagination of the little ones.
Coloring books offer a wide range of themes, from characters from fairy tales and adorable animals to magical landscapes and creative challenges.
With the options we bring to you, young artists will be able to bring their imagination to life and create unique masterpieces. Get ready for a creative journey and discover the joy of coloring!
11) Craft Books

If you are looking for the best way to interact with your children while they develop their skills and learn new ways of doing things, you can read our free craft books in PDF format, specially created for the little ones.
Manual activities contribute enormously to the integral development of children, to improve their education and to know new formats and possibilities, which helps to increase their imagination and creativity.
By putting into practice the tasks or activities shown in the texts that we share with you, you contribute to the motor development of children; without a doubt, crafts are positive and beneficial for children.
12) Dinosaurs Books

If you are looking for a way to stimulate reading and study in your children, dinosaurs can help you a lot. Is there anything that arouses more curiosity in a child than a dinosaur? It seems incredible that some giant reptiles have inhabited the Earth and have suddenly become extinct.
In order for a child to read, we must turn to topics that interest him or her. Most children are attracted to this prehistoric animal that dominated our planet, for a reason museums have been created with the sole purpose of showing the history of these fascinating creatures.
Through fun books for them they can learn concepts such as fossils, excavation, extinction, among others. Similarly, know the types of  dinosaurs , their characteristics, how they behaved and what types of ecosystems they lived in.
13) Dragon Books

The dragon is known as the snake-like animal, with lion’s claws and eagle’s wings, which shoots fire from its mouth. The dragon is present in the mythology of several cultures, such as Chinese and European, with different symbolism.
This character not only captures the attention of adults, but also becomes something incredible and fantastic for the little ones. The imagination of children with these characters flies to a world of adventures, heroes, bravery, magic… becoming one of their favorite stories.
Whether the dragon is the villain to be faced and becomes a challenge for children, or the dragon is a friend who teaches them values, no matter the presentation of the character, these tales or stories will always guarantee fun and adventures to discover.
14) Fairies Books

A fairy is a fantastic creature attributed with magical abilities. Fairies are usually depicted as beautiful women with butterfly wings.
What usually characterizes fairy tales is the fact that they often feature a constant struggle between good and evil, and the protagonists are accompanied by characters from the supernatural, as well as from a plane outside the parameters of reality.
With fairy tales , children nurture their fantasy world, as magical thinking plays an important role in children. However, beyond children’s stories, we find in these tales other elements that also interest adults: the yearning for freedom, the search for happiness and the need for daydreaming.
15) Ghost Books

Immerse yourself in a world of thrilling suspense and mystery with our collection of Ghost Books ! These captivating children’s books will transport you to supernatural adventures filled with fascinating characters and unexpected twists.
From ghostly friendships to brave heroes facing paranormal challenges, our books offer a unique and entertaining reading experience for young readers.
Download more than 5 ghost books in PDF format for free and let your imagination soar in these exciting stories.
16) Mermaid Books

Welcome to the magical world of mermaids with our collection of mermaid books! Dive into the depths of the ocean and discover charming stories and exciting activities starring these fascinating creatures.
Our children’s book section offers much more than just tales; you will also find coloring books and interactive activities that will stimulate children’s creativity.
In our collection of mermaid books , little ones can let their imagination run wild and immerse themselves in an underwater world full of adventures and magic.
17) Nursery Rhymes and Songs Books

On this occasion we bring you a series of nursery  rhymes  and  songs  so that you can share them with the little ones in your family and have fun with each one of them.
From the moment they are in the mother’s womb, babies already perceive sounds that will later be significant in their lives. For example, the voice of their mom and dad. Although not consciously, they already perceive the rhythm and melody of the voices, the music and even the combination of environmental sounds, a whole orchestra framing their stay in the womb.
The love for reading is something that is tried to promote since the children are very young so that they can easily get into a habit that will leave them a lot throughout their lives. With songs and rhymes we can make the process of learning to read much more fluid and exciting, it is just a matter of putting effort and our imagination to fly.
18) Pirate Books

Embark on an exciting pirate adventure with our collection of pirate books! Immerse yourself in a world filled with hidden treasures, courageous sailors, and epic battles on the high seas.
Our selection includes not only captivating tales and stories but also coloring books and interactive activities that will keep children entertained for hours.
Pirate books offer a fascinating and educational reading experience for young adventurers.
19) Riddle Books

If you want to have fun in an enjoyable, entertaining, and educational way with your children and loved ones, you can explore our collection of free riddle books in PDF format.
Textual riddles often include clues that help or guide you to guess the correct answer. They also incorporate an educational component, aiming for young ones to learn about traditions, animals, plants, and more.
Have a blast while learning alongside your children with the help of the texts we share in this section. It’s a delightful collection of books for guessing objects, fruits, and many other things.
20) Short Stories for Children

Reading bedtime stories to the little ones is one of the oldest family traditions in the world, and everything indicates that this will not change in the future. One of the main reasons is that short stories represent an excellent opportunity to strengthen the relationship between parents and children.
In addition, short stories keep children focused. Due to the child’s cognitive immaturity, long stories are often less easy to remember and, as a result, they quickly lose concentration. It has been scientifically proven that children’s short stories promote their psychological development.
Thanks to these stories, children can also improve their vocabulary and language, stimulate creativity and receive positive values from an early age. If we take into account that 80% of the brain develops during the first five years of life, children can find in stories a great ally for the future.
21) Unicorn Books

Welcome to the magical world of unicorns with our collection of unicorn books! Dive into a universe full of color, fantasy, and fun with our free books in PDF format.
In our Unicorn Books section, you will find a variety of options that go beyond tales and stories.
We also offer coloring books and interactive activities that will allow children to explore their creativity and immerse themselves in the fascinating world of unicorns.
22) Uppercase Books

Over time and with the advancement of educational methodologies, countless texts have been created to provide ideal tools for shaping young children, such as uppercase books.
A thorough and comprehensive understanding of writing and reading rules should be facilitated to boys and girls in the best possible way, so that they can properly master spelling resources, such as uppercase letters.
Everything related to the usage, meaning, and purpose of capital letters can be explored in our uppercase books, which you can share with your little ones.
23) Workbooks to Learn to Read

It has been scientifically proven that reading at an early age can bring countless benefits to individuals. From cultivating a broad and vast lexicon, to considerably improving their creativity and ingenuity. In fact, important studies have shown that reading is one of the best exercises to develop, maintain and care for our mind.
Moreover, the beautiful stories that books can bring to children can make them see the world in a better way, while opening their minds to new knowledge. A person’s culture is also based on the books they have enjoyed and the lessons they have been taught.
In short, when your child learns to read, they are acquiring a powerful tool for their formation as a person.
24) Spanish Books for Kids

Discover a world full of fun and learning with our collection of Spanish books for children! These free books are the perfect way to immerse yourself in Spanish while exploring exciting stories and endearing characters.
Our collection has been specially curated for children who are starting to learn Spanish. The books feature simple vocabulary and structures, making it easy to understand and learn the language.
From classic tales to interactive books, each story is designed to capture the attention of little ones and help them develop their Spanish skills in a fun and stimulating way.
25) French Books for Children

Immerse yourself in a fascinating world of adventure and learning with our selection of 20 French books for children. These books offer a unique opportunity for your little ones to immerse themselves in the French language from an early age, while developing their love of reading.
From classic tales to contemporary stories, our collection covers a wide variety of genres and themes, adapted to different ages and skill levels.
From the comfort of your home, you can take your children on a journey of discovery and adventure through the pages of these captivating books. Explore our collection and open the doors to a world of knowledge and fun for your little ones!
26) Portuguese Books for Children

Children’s reading in Portuguese offers great benefits for the development of the little ones. Beyond entertainment, it allows them to improve their vocabulary, grammar, and ability to concentrate pleasantly and naturally.
The books, properly selected according to their age and language level, introduce them to new words and structures through stories that capture their attention. They also introduce them to various topics and allow them to expand their knowledge of the world around them.
It stimulates their creativity, imagination, and interest in learning. Thanks to this selection of 20 books in Portuguese for children , young children, and beginners alike will be able to immerse themselves in the adventures of their favorite characters.
27) Children's Novels

Novels for children are those whose content is aimed at the child reader. These texts are those that society has determined as suitable for children to read, understand and enjoy.
Novels for children can be considered as creativity expressed in written form and with some artistic touches. This genre also includes stories or narratives with stereotypical characters to represent a social environment.
Countless works belong to this type of novel, so you can provide a sea of literary alternatives for your children.
28) Children's Horror Books

Because fear and terror are not just a matter for adults, we have created a collection of children’s horror books for everyone at home to enjoy.
Several of the classic horror books are considered suitable for reading to the youngest members of the family, as they are stories with the element of fear and intrigue; some of them are even short readings.
We invite you to review our list and choose the stories that may be more in line with your child’s age and maturity to face fears.
29) Cookbooks for Children

For children, the kitchen is a great space for sensory experimentation, meaningful reality-based learning and a place for bonding. Involving them in food preparation helps them to internalize good eating and hygiene habits, as well as safety rules, from a very early age.
In fact, the age and time will come when children themselves will feel the curiosity and desire to help in the kitchen, in the preparation of a meal. Therefore, it is an opportunity for parents to make this an activity that integrates the family in a fun way.
Among its benefits we can mention: the development of manual dexterity, the development of communication and socialization skills, stimulates their senses, motivates them to pick up and clean, they dare to try new foods.
30) Philosophy Books for Children

Philosophy, which plays a fundamental role in the formation of committed citizens and with their own judgment, has traditionally been considered a subject too abstract and obtuse for children; it was thought to be a form of knowledge suitable only for the fully developed minds of adults. 
However, in the opinion of numerous experts, children not only can philosophize, but should do so. Among them is Matthew Lipman , philosopher and creator of the Philosophy for Children project, who expressed the following “It is necessary to teach children to philosophize, so they will learn to think and will be able to build a better world, to be active and engaged citizens”.
The Philosophy for Children project and program appeared in the United States at the end of the 1960s and is based on the realization that it is not possible to achieve truly free and supportive societies if we do not have people capable of thinking for themselves within the framework of a supportive and cooperative discussion process.
31) Coloring Books

The  coloring books  we offer on our site are not only for children, but there are books for all ages, so that everyone can have fun. We offer you a wide variety so that you can choose the ones you like best.
Books tell wonderful stories, with the difference that you can intervene, but adding color to what they tell us. They are also very helpful in the learning process because they activate the mind for creative thinking.
Well, here ends our selection with the best Children’s Books. We hope you liked it!
If you found this list useful, don’t forget to share it in your main social networks. Remember that «Sharing is Building».
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HELP US SPREAD THE HABIT OF READING!

InfoBooks is a website to download free books legally.
LINKS OF INTEREST:

How To Turn Any Book Into A PDF Or eBook
We may receive a commission on purchases made from links.
Nowadays, many people prefer digital books over their physical copies, and for good reason. Digital books don't take up space in your bag or table, can be conveniently accessed from virtually anywhere, and are searchable, which makes them ideal for referencing later (it can take time to find specific passages in a physical book, but mere seconds on an eBook). Unfortunately, you won't always find a digital copy of the book you need, especially if it was published way before computers. In such cases, you might want to convert that physical book into a PDF or eBook that you can then read on the eBook apps on your iPhone or Android.
There are several ways of doing so. You can use your phone, a traditional flatbed or sheet-fed scanner, or a modern smart book scanner. However, keep in mind that while you can digitize a copyrighted book, it doesn't necessarily mean you can freely distribute it. Make sure to use your digital copy for personal research or archival purposes only.
Read more: 12 Smart Gadgets You Didn't Know Existed
Method 1: Using A Document Scanner Mobile App
One of the easiest and cheapest non-destructive ways to create a PDF/eBook from your physical book is with your smartphone. All you need to do is install a document scanner app , available on the App Store or Google Play Store, and you can start digitizing your book. These apps work by photographing each page, compiling the captured photos into a single document, and saving the document into specific file types, such as PDF, Microsoft Word, and JPG. Adobe Scan is among the top choices for scanning physical books as it comes complete with a tool dedicated to such purpose. Here's how to use the app:
	Download and install Adobe Scan on your phone.
	Launch the app.
	Sign in with your email or Google, Facebook, or Apple account.
	Allow access to your camera.
	Tab on the Book tab to change the capture mode. This lets you capture both book pages simultaneously, but Adobe Scan will separate them into different pages in the compiled document.
	Open your book and line the spine with the dotted line in the middle of the screen.
	Tap on the capture button. By default, Adobe Scan will also take photos of your book automatically once it detects the presence of the pages.
	Once you're done, tap on the photo preview in the lower right of the screen.
	(Optional) Use the editing tools to modify each photo.
	Tap on Save PDF to save the document.

Method 2: Using A Traditional Scanner Paired With A PDF Compiler
Using a scanner app can be tricky; you might have blurry and unusable photos. If you want a better-quality PDF/eBook, you can go the manual route by using a high-volume scanner to manually scan the pages of your book. You can then convert and compile these images into a PDF using your preferred software. You can use the online tool JPG to PDF , where you can upload up to 20 images and convert the JPG files into a single PDF , or install the free Pixillion Image Converter on your computer.
There are two types of scanners you can use: flatbed and sheet-fed. For the flatbed scanner, you need to scan every page separately. This can result in a slow and tedious digitization process. For the sheet-fed scanner, on the other hand, you'll have to go through the extra step of de-binding your book (melting the glue on the binder with a heat gun to separate all the pages). However, this can be faster than using a flatbed scanner since modern sheet-fed scanners can scan both sides of the paper at the same time. Highly-rated scanners on Amazon include the Epson Perfection V39 II , Canon CanoScan Lide 300 , and HP DeskJet 4155e Wireless Color Inkjet Printer with Scanner for flatbed scanners and Brother DS-740D Duplex Compact Mobile Document Scanner , Canon imageFORMULA R40 , and Epson WorkForce ES-50 Portable Sheet-Fed Document Scanner for sheet-fed scanners.
Method 3: Using A Smart Book Scanner
Depending on your book's length, you might spend hours digitizing it using a document scanner app or a flatbed/sheet-fed scanner. These techniques are not only time-consuming, but there are also instances when you can't capture the entirety of the page because of the book's curvature. You'd have to flatten the book as best you can or de-bind it completely. If you're looking for a quicker and more efficient digitization process that also addresses concerns about curved pages, a smart book scanner is a more suitable option for you.
Smart book scanners use HD cameras and other sophisticated imaging technologies to take high-quality images of the book pages. This accelerates the process into minutes instead of hours (some smart book scanners claim to scan a 300-page book in under ten minutes). This type of scanner also features automatic page flattening for minimizing page distortions, optical character recognition (OCR) for analyzing a text-filled image and converting it into an editable format, and a dedicated app that eliminates the need for third-party software. You can use the app to set your scanning preferences and create a PDF of the captured images. Popular smart book scanning options include CZUR Shine Ultra , VIISAN DL8 , and IRIScan Desk 5 PRO . However, it's important to note that smart book scanners can cost more than traditional scanners, with high-end models priced at upwards of $600.
Read the original article on SlashGear .

The Best (and Most Anticipated) Romance Books of 2024, So Far
We believe it’s always a good time for a love story. But if you need a little inspiration this year, here’s where to start.

Every item on this page was chosen by an ELLE editor. We may earn commission on some of the items you choose to buy.
Part of becoming a mature adult, I’ve found, is admitting romance novels are great. Not all romance novels, alright? But when is any form of art unilaterally faultless? Romance novels feature some of the best character-driven stories on the book market; they often tackle far more complex issues than they’re given credit for; and they’re fun, in a way not all literature can (or should) be. They’re accessible, which is not to say trivial. Romance addicts have been fighting for the legitimacy of their passion, arguably, since the genre first took real shape, and while there are plenty of worthwhile critiques of happily-ever-after tropes and eyebrow-raising bedroom scenes, the enduring popularity of romance is itself an indication to take it seriously. If you haven’t already, it’s time to get on board.
Arya Khanna’s Bollywood Moment by Arushi Avachat
A debut high-school rom-com from author Arushi Avachat, Arya Khanna’s Bollywood Moment itself takes the structure of a Bollywood film, with all the heart and drama expected of the genre. It’s refreshing to root for Avachat’s protagonist, Arya, as she helps her family prepare for her sister’s wedding, all while juggling school, work, ample interfamilial strife, and the enemies-to-lovers lure of her student council rival. A sweet, colorful coming-of-age tale with the right serving of romance.
Don’t Want You Like a Best Friend by Emma R. Alban
Taylor Swift’s most yearning lyrics meet Bridgerton ’s pastel glitz and The Parent Trap ’s central conceit in Emma R. Alban’s buzzy series opener. This queer Victorian romance (so not quite Bridgerton ’s era!) unites two debutantes as they attempt to maneuver their widowed parents together, only to realize the real attraction is right in front of them. Sticklers for historical accuracy might struggle with immersion, but those eager to soak in the emotions will find a conceit to relish. Just make sure you have “Dress” on repeat .
Okay, Cupid by Mason Deaver
Mason Deaver, the author of I Wish You All the Best —now being adapted into a film directed by Tommy Dorfman —has returned with the LGBTQ romantic fantasy Okay, Cupid , the light-hearted tale of a real-life cupid-in-training who gets a little too involved with their latest attempt at matchmaking. Falling in love with a human is a No. 1 no-no in Deaver’s cupid community, but that can’t seem to stop Jude from following their own arrow. Queer joy abounds in Deaver’s whimsical tale.
Principles of Emotion by Sara Read
A panic-prone mathematician on the brink of a field-defining discovery falls for a second-chance romance in this thoughtful novel with traces of Lessons in Chemistry . In a genre too often dismissed as frothy, author Sara Read is game to tackle serious topics—mental health, legal troubles, family trauma, grief—while spinning a no-less warm and inviting tale of unlikely love.
Last Call at the Local by Sarah Grunder Ruiz
A neurodivergent opposites-attract romance set primarily in a remote Irish pub, Last Call at the Local has all the trademark warmth of its setting, but with the added care its subject matter necessitates. Protagonist Raine is an avid explorer, and her ADHD only makes her rolling-stone lifestyle feel more inevitable. Pub owner Jack, on the other hand, has OCD, and absolutely no plans to abandon the family business he knows (and loves). When Raine starts working (and living) at the Local, their forced proximity brings unexpected feelings—and life-changing choices—to the fore. Last Call at the Local goes down with all the pleasure of its namesake.
Say You’ll Be Mine by Naina Kumar
Fake engagement—one of the romance genre’s most stalwart, dependable tropes—reigns supreme in Naina Kumar’s Say You’ll Be Mine , in which a theater teacher and an engineer spark a sham romance to ward off the former’s recent heartbreak and the latter’s familial gripes. As Meghna and Karthik’s connection grows from contrived to genuine, Say You’ll Be Mine offers an insightful look at how cultural and familial expectations can shift even the best-known love stories.
A Love Song for Ricki Wilde by Tia Williams
There’s an immediate musicality to both the language and the atmosphere of this wonderful novel, which, of course, is fitting, given both the title and the setting. Tia Williams ’ latest after the 2021 bestseller Seven Days in June , A Love Song for Ricki Wilde is an enticing blend of contemporary and historical fiction, magical realism, and glittering romance. Williams plants readers in Harlem, where the titular Ricki has opened a flower shop in a bid to escape from the influence of her well-known Atlanta family. In New York (and under the watchful eye of her aging neighbor, Miss Della), Ricki meets the musician Ezra “Breeze” Walker, and a supposedly ordinary connection—and a supposedly normal leap year—becomes extraordinary.
Sex, Lies and Sensibility by Nikki Payne
Out February 13.
Pride and Protest author Nikki Payne boosts the drama (and the spice) in this Sense and Sensibility retelling that kicks up oft-trodden ground without betraying the source material. When Nora and her sister arrive at their inherited beach house in rural Maine, their lives have been upended: Their father has died, Nora’s the victim of a recent scandal, and neither of them knows how to run a proper inn. But when local (unauthorized) tour guide Bear shows up, it’s only a matter of time before they learn they work well together—in more ways than one.
Fangirl Down by Tessa Bailey
Out February 13 .
Genre icon Tessa Bailey is back this year with a story set in the (surprisingly sexy?) world of professional golf. Sports romances are a tried-and-true favorite amongst genre readers, and Bailey surveys the playbook with what can only be described as wicked glee—particularly given the grumpy-meets-sunshine manner of the central love affair. Fangirl-turned-caddie Josephine and superstar-turned-burnout Wells are a delight to cheer on; just be aware that the sex is frequent, and, uh, there are golf puns. You’ve been forewarned.
Ready or Not by Cara Bastone
Accidental pregnancy is a love-it-or-hate-it construct for most romance fans, which could leave Cara Bastone’s friends-to-lovers entry in a tough position. But for those willing to jive with that particular plot twist—and trust me, it’s worth it— Ready or Not is an absolutely buoyant read. Vivacious and funny, Bastone’s first-person perspective through protagonist Eve traces the tricky threads of single parenthood, long-term friendship, infertility, grief, and (yes) sex with skill.
Hannah Tate, Beyond Repair by Laura Piper Lee
Casually subversive simply for casting a barely-keeping-it-together new mother in the role of alluring romance protagonist, Hannah Tate, Beyond Repair is a snappy but emotionally resonant read about a fixer-upper Airbnb and the couple it was never supposed to bring together. Laura Piper Lee writes with a keen eye for the inherent humor of infancy—both literally, in terms of screaming babies, and figuratively, in the context of a weird-but-wonderful new love affair.
How to End a Love Story by Yulin Kuang
Out February 27.
How does Yulin Kuang find the time? Already an accomplished Hollywood creative, Kuang is only growing her influence as the writer of fellow romance author Emily Henry’s People We Meet on Vacation screenplay and the director of the same author’s Beach Read feature film. But this year, Kuang has a story out that’s all her own: How to End a Love Story opens with the remarkable first sentence, “All things considered, her little sister’s funeral is a boring affair.” So begins this marvelous work of contemporary romance—a complex, provocative tale about a terrible accident, an accomplished young woman, a traumatized young man, and the big question of blame when the two find each other impossibly drawn together.
Right on Cue by Falon Ballard
Falon Ballard injects the Hallmark rom-com with some much-needed acidity in this Hollywood co-stars-with-benefits sparkler. Right On Cue follows screenwriter and Tinseltown icon Emmy Harper as she begins production on yet another romantic comedy, this time having been convinced—after many years 0ff-camera—to take on the lead role herself. But when an injury forces her would-be co-star to back out of the project, the only available replacement is Grayson West. Emmy and Grayson’s baggage goes way back, which only makes their professional chemistry (and deepening sexual tension) all the more complicated.
Women of Good Fortune by Sophie Wan
Out March 5.
I love a heist. My husband and I have practically made a tradition out of watching Ocean’s Eleven together every time it’s on TV. So I’ll admit I’m predisposed to appreciate Sophie Wan’s Women of Good Fortune , a nontraditional women’s fiction-meets-romance novel that spins a heist—steal the wedding gifts, transform your life!—out of a high-society Shanghai affair. Best friends Lulu, Rina, and Jane want more out of life. When Lulu gets engaged to a man with whom she shares only middling feelings, the girls realize the answer is right in front of them. On her wedding day, Lulu will get showered with cash gifts. Now, all they have to do together is steal them. But as a crew and a plan come together and the occasion approaches, their friendship—and their romantic relationships—start to interfere with what they thought they needed.
Take Two, Birdie Maxwell by Allison Winn Scotch
Yet another smart spin on a would-be Hallmark heroine, Take Two, Birdie Maxwell gives the titular movie star a chance to explore her Reputation era as she crawls back to her hometown after an on-set scandal. Back home, she thinks she’s concocted a plan to earn back the public’s adoration: She’ll stage a public reunion with the ex-boyfriend who wrote her a letter, yearning for a second-chance romance. Problem is, she doesn’t know which ex sent the letter. Maybe reporter Elliot O’Brien can aid in her investigation...if only the two of them could stop accidentally catching the other staring. A hilarious, unbridled romp from bestselling author Allison Winn Scotch.
In a Not So Perfect World by Neely Tubati Alexander
Out March 19.
A delightful take on the forced-proximity and fake-relationship tropes, In a Not So Perfect World starts with the kind of premise that should have had its protagonist dashing to HR: While interviewing for a new role at a top gaming company, Sloane Cooper learns she shouldn’t date. The all-male hiring crew simply believes it’d be in her best interest to focus on her career! This ridiculous overstep aside, their “recommendation” launches Sloane into creative mode. She’s desperate for the gig, and so when her neighbor offers her his ex’s ticket to Turks and Caicos, she accepts, considering the vacation a sort of work retreat. In return, this neighbor wants Sloane to pretend to be his girlfriend: Their fake romance will definitely make his ex jealous. But under the Caribbean sun is an easy place to fall in love, and soon Sloane realizes that staying single is going to be a lot harder than she’d anticipated.
Just for the Summer by Abby Jimenez
Out April 2.
The beloved Abby Jimenez gives “it’s just a fling!” a whole new meaning in this ideal beach read, which follows a convenient summer set-up. Justin seems doomed in his relationships; every time he and a partner break up, that partner goes on to find their soulmate soon after. Emma’s heard about this so-called “curse” and wants to put it to the test, especially since she boasts the exact same problem. So when she and Justin start fake-dating, convinced it’ll break their respective “curses,” it’s pretty inconvenient that their complicated families start interfering...along with some unexpected feelings. Far more layered than its breezy, beautiful cover might suggest, Just For the Summer is yet another hit.
Here We Go Again by Alison Cochrun
I always hesitate to describe romance novels as “cute”—it feels so pejorative—but trust me, Here We Go Again is cute . It’s also disarmingly raw, a tragicomedy about aging and death, friendship, and finding one another. A sapphic roadtrip adventure, Alison Cochrun’s latest brings together former childhood friends-turned-rivals Logan and Rosemary as they shuttle their one-time English teacher, Joe, on what seems likely to be the last roadtrip of his life. In what the book describes as “the gayest van west of the Mississippi,” the three of them discover just what they’ve lost—and how to unearth a new path forward.
The Kiss Countdown by Etta Easton
Out April 9.
Amerie Price is running out of time. In Etta Easton’s lovely debut, the struggling Houston event planner has three months before her new fake-boyfriend Vincent leaves the country...for outer space. The two of them synced up to get Amerie back on her feet and Vincent out from under his family’s watchful eye, but now that the clock is ticking on liftoff, their relationship doesn’t feel quite so fake anymore. This charming NASA-adjacent romance is certain to win Easton loyal fans.
The Prospects by KT Hoffman
A queer sports romance and a triumphant debut from KT Hoffman, The Prospects is a heartstring-pulling tale of two minor-league baseball rivals who realize they play much better together. When Beavers player Gene—the first openly trans athlete in professional baseball—starts to recognize a connection that has nothing to do with field position between him and teammate Luis, he’s forced to learn that big, complicated feelings might, in fact, be what’s best for them both.
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Truman Capote Thought Answered Prayers Would Be His Defining Work. Instead, It Became His Downfall
The author’s unfinished novel and the real-life friendships it ruined are the subject of the new season of the FX series Feud: Capote vs. The Swans .

We may earn commission from links on this page, but we only recommend products we back.
“The novel is called, Answered Prayers ; and, if all goes well, I think it will answer mine,” he wrote in a letter to publisher Random House . But instead of offering any sort of divine intervention, the book eventually ruined Capote’s social circle and sent the famous writer on a calamitous path toward his death.
The salacious contents of Capote’s posthumous work are at the center of the second season of the FX anthology series Feud: Capote vs. The Swans . Beginning Wednesday on FX with episodes available next-day on Hulu , it stars Tom Hollander as Capote and an ensemble cast including Naomi Watts, Diane Lane, Chloë Sevigny, Calista Flockhart, and Demi Moore .
Based on the book Capote’s Women: A True Story of Love, Betrayal, and a Swan Song for an Era by Laurence Leamer, Feud tells the story of Capote and the group of New York City socialites he befriended at the height of his popularity and affectionately called “the Swans.” But the author forever changed the course of his book—and his life—when he decided to publicize the scandalous secrets of his confidantes in the mid-1970s.
Answered Prayers was troubled from the start
While Capote seemed eager to get to work on Answered Prayers , the novel was quickly moved to the background for another project. In 1959, Capote and friend Harper Lee traveled to investigate the murders of the Clutter family in rural Kansas for an article for The New Yorker . Instead, the trip was only the beginning of a years-long saga that resulted with the publication of In Cold Blood in 1965. Capote’s full-length nonfiction crime book was a huge success. It became the best-selling book of the decade, made him a millionaire, and introduced the craft of narrative nonfiction.

By this time, Capote’s fame had helped him fully integrate among New York’s elite. He threw lavish parties and loved gossiping with his socialite friends he called the Swans . Among his primary companions were Barbara “Babe” Paley, Lee Radziwill, C.Z. Guest, Slim Keith, Marella Agnelli, and Gloria Guinness. Their interactions and shared secrets would lay the foundation for Answered Prayers —if Capote could ever get around to writing it.
In 1966, he and Random House signed a formal contract for the book. Capote received a $25,000 advance, and his due date was January 1, 1968. That deadline wasn’t met, and according to Vanity Fair , the two sides amended their agreement four more times over the next decade-plus. The financial offer for Capote eventually climbed as high as $1 million for a completed novel in 1981.
According to author Kelleigh Greenberg-Jephcott who wrote the book Swan Song , Capote was a perfectionist, sometimes rewriting dozens of pages just to change a handful of words, and prone to writer’s block. Even still, this doesn’t seem to explain his procrastination on Answered Prayers. The book felt doomed from the start, and the contents of its first three chapters sealed that fate.
Capote was warned about the book’s contents
Capote always envisioned Answered Prayers as a roman á clef , or a novel in which real people and places are disguised in fictional form. In this case, those people were his real-life friends in tales of graphic violence, sexual infidelity, drug use, and betrayal. So why would Capote risk their support publishing such a book?
For one, his success after In Cold Blood had significantly waned. He had commissions for Rolling Stone magazine that went unfiled, and his 1973 collection of nonfiction writings titled The Dogs Bark received tepid reviews. A book like Answered Prayers would certainly recapture the public’s attention for better or worse.
Capote submitted the proposed first chapter, “Mojave,” to Esquire . It published in 1975 without much controversy, even though it was apparent the subjects were Paley and her husband Bill, the founder of CBS. Although he later decided to withhold this chapter from the novel, an encouraged Capote moved forward with the next one, titled “La Côte Basque, 1965.”
Gerald Clarke, Capote’s biographer, expressed his concern that this next segment wouldn’t be received well. “I was reading it while Truman was floating in the pool on a raft. I said, ‘People aren’t going to be happy with this, Truman,’” Clarke recalled . “He said, ‘Nah, they’re too dumb. They won’t know who they are.’ He could not have been more wrong.”
The Swans quickly cut off Capote
Capote left New York City as soon as “La Côte Basque, 1965” published in Esquire ’s November 1975 issue, as he began rehearsing for an upcoming film role in Los Angeles. But he couldn’t escape the swift fallout. “The minute he published that second extract in Esquire , it was like detonating a bomb,” author Greenberg-Jephcott said . “Everyone turned on him, he was a persona non grata.”
Babe Paley, who was ill with lung cancer at the time, never spoke to Capote again. According to Penguin Random House , he wasn’t invited to her funeral after she died in July 1978. Capote attempted to reach Slim Keith by telephone and cable, but she didn’t reply. She did, however, consult a lawyer about suing him for libel, according to Vanity Fair .
Most shocking of all, Ann Woodward was found dead on October 10, 1975, just days before the chapter published. According to Vanity Fair , many believed Woodward—who in 1955 shot and killed her husband, though a grand jury later deemed it an accident—had seen an advance copy of “La Côte Basque” and its interpretation of her story then died by self-inflicted poisoning.
Lee Radziwill, the younger sister of former First Lady Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis , wasn’t prominently featured and had a more muted reaction to Capote and the piece. “He was absolutely in shock... he’d say, ‘But I’m a journalist—everybody knows that I’m a journalist!’ I just don’t think he realized what he was doing, because, God, did he pay for it,” she said .
Capote also cited the artistic value of the novel as a defense, suggesting he naively assumed no one would care. “What did they expect? I’m a writer, and I use everything. Did all those people think I was there just to entertain them?” he once asked . Capote published two more chapters, “Unspoiled Monsters” and “Kate McCloud,” over the next year, but the irreparable damage was already done.
Capote spiraled after “La Côte Basque”

Now shunned by his friends and the café society they inhabited, Capote relied increasingly on drugs and alcohol to cope. According to Vanity Fair , he gained weight and spent much of his time at the famed Studio 54 nightclub, where he mingled with artist Andy Warhol , actor and singer Liza Minnelli , and others.
PBS writes that Capote abused cocaine, tranquilizers, and marijuana throughout the ’70s and had multiple stays in rehab. C.Z. Guest, who remained loyal to the author, even accompanied him to a clinic in Minnesota in 1978. But the uproar over Answered Prayers only exacerbated Capote’s struggles, and he became prone to public drunkenness and seizures.
In July 1978, Capote appeared inebriated on The Stanley Siegel Show in New York City. The host bluntly asked him, “What’s going to happen unless you lick this problem of drugs and alcohol?” Not even comprehending what he was saying, Capote grimly responded, “The obvious answer is that eventually I’ll kill myself.”
By this time, a clearly troubled Capote admitted he had stopped working on Answered Prayers , as he was “suffering a creative crisis and a personal one at the same time.” His relationship with longtime partner Jack Dunphy had deteriorated, and according to Vanity Fair , he was involved in a court dispute with another lover John O’Shea, whom he accused of running off with the manuscript for another chapter “Severe Insult to the Brain.” The suit was dropped in 1981.
The true fate of the Answered Prayers manuscript is unknown
Sick and exhausted, Capote traveled to Los Angeles in August 1984 to stay with longtime friend Joanne Carson, the second wife of late-night TV host Johnny Carson . On August 25, Carson entered her guest bedroom to find Capote struggling to breathe with a weak pulse. She said the author uttered the phrases “Beautiful Babe” and “Answered Prayers,” but he died before paramedics could arrive to help.
Answered Prayers by Truman Capote

An unfinished version of Answered Prayers , which contained the three chapters previously seen in Esquire , published in the United Kingdom in 1986 and the United States a year later. However, the fate of the full version Capote originally conceptualized remains a mystery.
He had cryptically given Carson a key for an undisclosed safe-deposit box the day before his death, telling her the other chapters “will be found when they want to be found.” But, they were never discovered.
Another friend Joe Petrocik, who claimed to have seen a full manuscript from Capote, thought the writer might have stowed it away at a Greyhound bus depot during his 1978 college tour. Yet another theory is that Capote simply destroyed it after realizing the work didn’t meet his lofty expectations.
Meanwhile, biographer Clarke and others believed Capote simply abandoned the project, likely due to the backlash it generated. “Like other unfinished novels— [Charles] Dickens ’ The Mystery of Edwin Drood, for example, or [F. Scott] Fitzgerald ’s The Last Tycoon— the abbreviated Answered Prayers is tantalizingly incomplete. Yet, like them, it is substantial enough to be read, enjoyed and, to a limited degree, judged on its own merits,” he wrote .
In any case, the story of Answered Prayers provides a fascinating glimpse into Capote’s thoughts on friendship and social class, as well as the infamous feud it sparked.

Tyler Piccotti joined the Biography.com staff in 2023, and before that had worked almost eight years as a newspaper reporter and copy editor. He is a graduate of Syracuse University, an avid sports fan, a frequent moviegoer, and trivia buff.
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Human Values Foundation Stories on Values 2016 Edition – By children for children
Human Values Foundation
Categories: Age 10-13 years , Age 2-5 Years , Age 6-9 years , All FKB Books , Children , Editor's Picks , English Stories , FKB Make a Difference , Grade 1 to Grade 3 , Grade 4 to Grade 6 , Human Values Foundation , Inspirational , Intermediate English , moral , Open Educational Resources , Story Collections , Values
Stories on Values is an endearing and beautiful collection of short stories written by children, as selected entries from the Human Values Foundation’s annual Stories on Values competition. The Human Values Foundation has kindly made these available to republish here so as to reach a wider audience with these endearing and important lessons. More details …

Pixie And The Green Book Mystery – Early chapter book
Coraline Grace
Categories: Adventure , Age 6-9 years , All FKB Books , Editor's Picks , English Stories , fairytale , Fantasy , Grade 1 to Grade 3 , Intermediate English , Older Children
Pixie And The Green Book Mystery is the first in a series about the adventures of Pixie from Coraline Grace. The Purple Mystery, and The Yellow Mystery are up next. Author – Coraline Grace Magic is alive at The Rocky Point Library. It’s an apple disaster day for Pixie, a second-grader at Rocky Point Elementary. …

Aesop’s Fables – Illustrated for Children
Categories: Aesop , Age 6-9 years , Animals , Children , English Stories , Fable , Free Kids Books , moral , Public Domain , Story Collections
Here’s another bumper edition of Aesop’s fables, this one includes 147 fables, beautifully illustrated by Milo Winter. The contents is hyperlinked, and the morals have been summarised at the beginning for easy reference. This edition, formatted by Free Kids Books, is also available in pdf, flipbook, and in an editable (odt) format. Aesop’s fables for …

Fables – Reader for Grade 1
Core Knowledge Foundation
Categories: Age 2-5 Years , Age 6-9 years , All FKB Books , Animals , Beginner English , Core Knowledge Foundation , Creative Commons , Early Reader , English Stories , Fable , Grade 1 to Grade 3 , Open Educational Resources , Story Collections
Fables is a collection of folk tales and fables written for a grade 1 level. The collection of stories also has an associated workbook and teacher guide available. This grade 1 reader has many of the sounds highlighted throughout the text to help children learn new phonemes, and there is a list of decoded sounds …

Karabo’s Question – What do I do? What do I know?
Illustrated by Natalie Edwards, Written by Liesl Jobson
Categories: Age 2-5 Years , All FKB Books , Beginner English , BookDash , Creative Commons , Early Reader , English Stories , Grade 1 to Grade 3 , Grade K and Pre K
Karabo’s Question is a rhyming book for young children. This book focusses on the /əʊ/ sound, eg “ow” in know, “oe” in tow, “o” in no, “ew” in sew. In this respect it can make a nice addition to a structured phonics program for introducing this sound. Illustrated by Natalie Edwards Written by Liesl Jobson This …

Sizwe’a Smile – Something you can give away and keep!
Illustrated by Genevieve Terblanche, Written by Vianne Venter
Categories: Age 2-5 Years , All FKB Books , Beginner English , Behaviour , BookDash , Creative Commons , Emotions , English Stories , Grade 1 to Grade 3 , Grade K and Pre K , Toddlers , Values
A smile is a thing you can give away and keep, it costs nothing, it makes everyone feel good, and it’s contagious. In Sizwe’s smile we find out more about how a big smile can go a long way to make everyone happy. This book was brought to us by BookDash, a literacy non-profit aimed …

Classic Stories – Big Book for Early Grades and Kindergarten CKF
Categories: Age 2-5 Years , All FKB Books , Animals , Beginner English , Classic Books , Core Knowledge Foundation , Creative Commons , English Stories , Fable , fairytale , Grade 1 to Grade 3 , Grade K and Pre K , Open Educational Resources , Stories with English Worksheets , Story Collections
The Classic Stories Big Book from the Core Knowledge Foundation includes condensed versions of ten famous classic stories or fables, each includes beautiful illustrations, perfect for reading to kindergarten or early grade children, and suitable for early reading by early grade developing readers. This book is designed for the US preschool / pre-kindergarten (Pre-K) syllabus …

How to Be Happy – Be Nice Series Book 2 – More Gerty Goat guidance
Compiled by Danielle Bruckert
Categories: Age 2-5 Years , All FKB Books , Alliteration , Animals , Beginner English , Behaviour , Children , Creative Commons , Danielle Bruckert , Early Reader , Editable Files , Editor's Picks , English Stories , Free Kids Books , Grade 1 to Grade 3 , Grade K and Pre K , Health , Non-Fiction , Read along video , School Projects , Toddlers , Values
How to be Happy is a short simple book for young children and beginner ESL reader, promoting values of appreciation and giving, and can be used as an early reader. The book is perfect for building confidence in reading with only 25 words most of which are simple words. This book also teaches kids ten …

Animals Have Hobbies Too – Hello English
Hello English
Categories: Age 2-5 Years , Age 6-9 years , All FKB Books , Animals , Beginner English , Children , Creative Commons , English Stories , Grade 1 to Grade 3 , Hello English , Humour , Stories with English Worksheets , Toddlers
In Animals Have Hobbies Too, we find out all the exciting things animals do when we’re not watching. From cats and chickens, to dogs and frogs, foxes and little things that fit in small boxes, animals have hobbies just like people do. But animals have strange and funny hobbies. Keep your eyes sharp and your …

The Frog Prince – Classic Fairytale Picture Book
Categories: Age 2-5 Years , Age 6-9 years , Children , Classic Books , Core Knowledge Foundation , Creative Commons , English Stories , fairytale , Grade 1 to Grade 3 , Intermediate English , Reptiles , Stories with English Worksheets
This is a beautifully illustrated picture book version of the classic fairytale The Frog Prince, and includes reading comprehension questions at the end. The classic fairytale also has a teaching guide with lesson plans available for Grade 1 students, and reading comprehension questions available at the end of the book. This illustrated eBook and read …
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10 Books to Read for Black History Month, All by Columbia Authors

February is Black History Month, a time to celebrate the remarkable achievements of Black Americans and to celebrate and learn about the influence of Black heritage and culture. These ten books, all by Columbia faculty and alumni, are a good place to continue that education.
A Promised Land
By Barack Obama ’83CC
It would be impossible to mark Black History Month without a deep dive into the legacy of America’s first Black president, whose election was a major milestone for many African-Americans. Barack Obama’s third book is a meditation on his first years in office and on many of the traumas and triumphs he experienced. 
Black Fortunes
By Shomari Wills ’13JRN
In the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, with the shadow of slavery still hanging over the country, a small group of African-Americans managed to do something remarkable — become millionaires. Journalist Shomari Wills profiles six of them, including Robert Reed Church, a former slave who became the largest landowner in Tennessee, and Annie Turnbo Malone, a self-taught chemist who used her scientific knowledge to create a hair-care empire. It's an inspiring story of ingenuity and perseverance, but also of commitment to the common good: nearly all of Wills’s subjects donated a significant portion of their fortunes to civil-rights causes. 
  Malcolm X: A Life of Reinvention 
By Manning Marable 
Manning Marable , a self-described “public historian and radical intellectual” and a professor of African-American studies, history, and public affairs at Columbia, had a lifelong fascination with Malcolm X, calling him “the most remarkable figure produced by 20th-century Black America.” Marable’s 2011 biography of Malcolm X was the result of years of scholarship and became a fitting capstone to a remarkable career. Marable died just after it was published and was posthumously awarded the Pulitzer Prize in 2012. 
To Free the Captives
By Tracy K. Smith ’97SOA 
Despite the burden of seemingly insurmountable generational trauma, Tracy K. Smith graduated from Harvard and Columbia and went on to become the twenty-second poet laureate of the United States. In this gorgeously rendered hybrid of memoir and family history , Smith seeks to understand and celebrate the “titanic” strength it took for her family to succeed in a world intent on seeing them fail.
#SayHerName
By Kimberlé Crenshaw and the African American Policy Forum When we think about police violence, we generally picture its male victims, since those are the ones that have gotten widespread media attention. But as Columbia law professor Kimberlé Crenshaw makes clear in her new book , Black women and girls have also been harmed and killed by the police, and their stories deserve to be heard. Crenshaw, who coined the terms “critical race theory” and “intersectionality,” is a leading authority on civil rights and Black feminist legal theory, making her a fitting guide for this important topic. 
By Claudia Rankine ’93SOA 
Poet Claudia Rankine won the National Book Critics Circle Award for Citizen , a powerful exploration of the racial aggressions that she and other Black Americans face every day. Interweaving text — a book-length poem and several “lyric essays” — with images of paintings, drawings, and sculptures, as well as screen grabs from digital media, she uses the book to document the individual and collective impact of racism in contemporary society. 
Sister Outsider 
By Audre Lorde ’60LS
Audre Lorde was a poet, librarian, professor, and feminist icon who spent her life working against racism, sexism, classism, and homophobia. Sister Outsider , a collection of Lorde’s speeches and essays, has become a mainstay of Black, women’s, and queer studies. Lyrical and powerful, it’s an essential introduction to Lorde’s writing and a call to arms. 
Harlem Nocturne 
By Farah Jasmine Griffin 
Harlem is famous for its cultural Renaissance during the 1920s and 1930s. But Columbia literature professor Farah Jasmine Griffin argues that the war years that followed, when the neighborhood became a center of progressivism, were equally exciting. In Harlem Nocturne , she profiles three women artists — choreographer and dancer Pearl Primus, composer and pianist Mary Lou Williams, and novelist Ann Petry — who were a key part of this important cultural and political moment. 
Wayward Lives, Beautiful Experiments 
By Saidiya Hartman 
In her 2019 book , the winner of the National Book Critics Circle Award for Criticism, Columbia literature professor Saidiya Hartman blends history and fiction to reimagine the lives of Black women in New York and Philadelphia at the beginning of the twentieth century. “The wild idea that animates this book is that young black women were radical thinkers who tirelessly imagined other ways to live and never failed to consider how the world might be otherwise,” writes Hartman. 
The Substance of Hope 
By Jelani Cobb
Columbia Journalism School dean Jelani Cobb, a prominent scholar of race, politics, and American history, first published this book, about the monumental significance of Barack Obama’s ascent to the Oval Office, in 2010. Cobb traces the factors that led to Obama’s rise and his hopes for the country that elected him. A decade-plus later, the country looks a little different than Cobb imagined, and in the latest edition , released in 2020 with a new introduction, he reflects on the way Obama’s historic presidency continues to shape America.  
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'fourteen days' is a time capsule of people's efforts to connect during the pandemic.
Ilana Masad

Almost as soon as we'd all gotten "used" to the COVID-19 pandemic — which is to say, when we realized it wouldn't be as short-lived an event as we'd wished — I was one of many who noticed, at least online, an ambient yet frantic need to be productive. People were baking, growing plants, starting new crafting projects and, of course, writing.
Shakespeare, I kept seeing people proclaim, wrote King Lear during the 1592 plague outbreak in London; the implication being "that if the Bard managed to write a masterpiece during a pandemic, you had best have something to show for yourself before this quarantine is over — and it had better be more impressive than baking sourdough bread!"
It is a professor nicknamed Prospero who utters these ironic remarks in Fourteen Days: A Collaborative Novel, shortly after gently correcting the popular meme about Willie S. that was spreading like (forgive me) the plague during March and April of 2020. In fact, Prospero tells his neighbors on the roof of 2 Rivington St. in New York City's Lower East Side, Shakespeare wrote Lear in "the plague-free summer and autumn of 1605."
Fourteen Days , which is an Authors Guild project and was edited by Margaret Atwood and former guild president Douglas Preston, is a novel written collaboratively by 36 American and Canadian authors — including Emma Donoghue, John Grisham, Celeste Ng, Erica Jong, Luis Alberto Urrea, Charlie Jane Anders, Nafissa Thompson-Spires, and Tommy Orange. Modeled after collections like Giovanni Boccaccio's The Decameron and Geoffrey Chaucer's The Canterbury Tales, Fourteen Days has a frame narrative that works as a container for different characters to tell a variety of stories, some thematically linked, others less so.
The novel's frame narrative in this case is a found manuscript containing the writings of an NYC tenement's superintendent. She only recently began working in the building, and doesn't really know anyone when the city's lockdown begins in March 2020. The tenement's rooftop is meant to be off-limits, and although the super tries at first to maintain this standard, she quickly gives up; after all, she feels no particular loyalty toward the faceless landlord who has clearly abandoned caring for the crumbling building and its tenants' needs.
The super begins spending time on the roof herself, and more and more tenants gather there in the evenings to bang pots and cheer for the medical workers putting their lives on the line and attempting to care for the amassing sick. Once the noisemaking ends, the residents remain, drinking or smoking, reading their books or absorbed in their phones, enjoying some fresh air and space after their days cooped up inside their small apartments. And, naturally, they begin to talk to one another, eventually instituting a routine in which several people tell stories each evening: true or imagined, mundane or strange, but always interesting enough to pass the time.
A pleasing quirk of the book is that none of its authors are bylined; only their bios at the very end reveal who wrote each story. Fourteen Days thus achieves a unified voice of sorts despite its disparate authors, as every character narrates their story simply, casually, often allowing themselves digressions and asides.
Some of the characters' tales have clear endings and takeaways. A man nicknamed Eurovision, for instance, tells a story about how to get two rabbits who hate each other to get along: contain them in a small box together, put it in a car, and drive around for a while. Once they arrive home and are let loose again, the bunnies will be bonded by the fear and trauma they experienced in the shaking car and tiny space. So too, Eurovision posits, might be the case for the tenants in the building — their collective trauma bonding them despite their immense differences of identity, personality, and life experience.
Other stories, though, are vignettes that paint scenes of love or conflict without yielding an obvious "message" or even coming to a real conclusion. A man given the moniker of Wurly, for instance, shares three striking memories of a woman named Bertha who wasn't related to his family but who was deeply involved in it, welcomed and respected as an honorary matriarch; the story shows Wurly's affection for her, and its purpose is simply to celebrate the woman's existence.
There are, too, the odd and eerie stories, such as that of a young woman who shows up on the roof one night claiming to be a transformed spider living in the city as an expert exterminator of bed bugs, her snack of choice. She disappears right after telling her tale, leaving the rooftop gathering nonplussed and a little spooked.
Fourteen Days is an ambitious project, and its proceeds benefit the Authors Guild Foundation, two-thirds of whose members suffered an income decline during the pandemic — which was officially declared to be over by the U.S. government more than months ago, in May 2023, even though as of January 27, the CDC reported 6973 deaths from COVID-19 this year , and as many as 7% of Americans report experiencing symptoms of long COVID .
As a fundraiser, the idea is truly wonderful, and the execution is enjoyable, but the project's seams show, and the twist ending doesn't land with the kind of emotional oomph that it should. Still, it's worth a read and serves as a somewhat romanticized time capsule of the efforts people made to connect with one another even during the bleak and frightening days in which New York City was the pandemic's epicenter, with all its attendant horrors.
Ilana Masad is a fiction writer, book critic, and author of the novel All My Mother's Lovers.
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100+ Short Stories for Free! [PDF] by InfoBooks * If you have doubts about how to download free books from InfoBooks, visit our guide to downloading books. Welcome to the magical world of short stories! If you're looking for a quick read, you've come to the right place.
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1. The Story of Doctor Dolittle by Hugh Lofting 2. The Red House Mystery by A.A. Milne 3. The Secret Garden by Frances Hodgson Burnett 4. Treasure Island by Robert Louis Stevenson 5. Black Beauty by Anna Sewell 6. Heidi by Johana Spyri 7. My Man Jeeves by P.G. Wodehouse 8. Wuthering Heights by Emily Bronte 9.
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41 Short Stories for High School: Free PDF Downloads Below you will find the best short stories for high school across multiple genres: horror stories, mystery stories, humorous stories, classic stories, and more. Each story includes a link (READ IT) that will take you to a free copy you can read, copy, download or print.
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Discover the magnificent world of more than 20 short stories in PDF format that you can download easily and totally free in this section of our virtual library. Here we present our complete selection of Short Stories for Adults Books: Bartleby, The Scrivener: A Story Of Wall-street Herman Melville Read Download The Birthday of the Infanta
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Download PDF Downloads : 1549 Peepre in the Postbox - the story of a letter Author: Aditi De, Illustrator: Samrat Halder Categories: Age 6-9 years, All FKB Books, Beginner English, Children, Grade 1 to Grade 3, Insects, Read along video Peepre wanders out onto a leaf in the bright sun, WHOOSH!
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Format: PDF, ePub, Kindle, TXT. Published: Oct 2023. Downloads: 61. Pages: 157. There are two collections in this book: one of 15 short stories and one of 11 book reviews. Fiction and nonfiction don't usually get combined this way, but, in my writing at least, I think the two complement one another. A 2nd reason for the fiction/nonfiction ...




	150+ Novels for Free! [PDF]
150+ Novels for Free! [PDF] by InfoBooks * If you have doubts about how to download free books from InfoBooks, visit our guide to downloading books. Welcome, book lover! Here you'll find a vast collection of novels to read and download for free in PDF. We select novels from all genres and styles to offer you a diverse and updated catalog.




	Free Children's Books Pdf Online
003: DOING MY CHORES Categories: Age 0-3 / Age 4-7 Love shines through this great illustrated kids' book . Read how a little girl makes chores fun and easy to do. A fantastic addition to your little one's free bed time story collection. Read Free Book 004: ABE THE SERVICE DOG Categories: Age 0-3 / Age 4-7




	Free English Story Books (Level 1)
1. Girl Meets Boy - Beginner Level Plot Summary: "Donna meets Mark on a boat to Spain. She likes him and he likes her, but then Mark sees Donna dancing with his brother Dave. Is Donna in love with Mark and, if so, why is she dancing with Dave?" Girl Meets Boy PDF - download 2. The Adventures of Tom Sawyer - Beginner Level Plot Summary:




	free children's story books pdf
Showing 21 - 30 of 50 Free Children's Books < prev 1 2 3 4 5 Next > 021: DO YOU WONDER ABOUT RAIN, SNOW, SLEET AND HAIL? Categories: Age 4-7 / Age 8-12 "What's to wonder about water?", you might ask. Professor Ture will tell you why.




	63 Short Stories for Middle School: FREE PDF Download
63 Short Stories for Middle School: Free PDF Downloads Below you'll find the best short stories for middle school: our 16 favorites, One Page Stories, Funny Stories, Mysteries, Horror, Science Fiction, Literary, Classics, and Adventure. Want stories for high school? Go here. Table of Contents Show Best Short Stories for Middle School: Free PDF




	Age 6-9 years
Peepre in the Postbox - the story of a letter. Author: Aditi De, Illustrator: Samrat Halder. Categories: Age 6-9 years, All FKB Books, Beginner English, Children, Grade 1 to Grade 3, Insects, Read along video. Peepre wanders out onto a leaf in the bright sun, WHOOSH! He is blown into a post box, and there his adventure begins.




	PDF Classic Children's Stories and Fairy Tales Hans ...
Classic Children's Stories and Fairy Tales Hans Christian Andersen This work is in public domain. Many more free children's books - original books, creative commons books, and classic books for children are available at https://www.freekidsbooks.org Classic Fairy Tales from Hans Christian Anderson Page 1




	PDF THE TALE OF PETER RABBIT
Free Kids Books provides a multitude of new original, creative commons, and classic children's books - for free download and read online, for the joy of reading and promoting literacy. Simply providing great free kids books - no strings attached. The material contained in the book is in public domain, and as such it is not subject to copyright.




	100+ Children's Books for Free! [PDF]
[PDF] by InfoBooks * If you have doubts about how to download free books from InfoBooks, visit our guide to downloading books. Welcome to our wonderful world of children's books! Here you'll find a wide variety of stories and adventures that will dazzle the little ones and foster their love for reading.




	PDFDrive
PDFDrive - PDF Drive is the world's largest Book database! Upgrade Premium Most books are stored in the elastic cloud where traffic is expensive. For this reason, we have a limit on daily download. Most popular Atomic Habits James Clear JAMES CLEAR · 6.4 MB Haunting Adeline H. D. Carlton · 2021 · 3.65 MB




	Age 10-13 years
The Whimsical Adventures of Tilly and the Magical Teacup. Miya Littz. Categories: Age 10-13 years, All FKB Books, Animals, Fantasy, Fluent English, Grade 4 to Grade 6, Older Children. Once upon a time, in a cozy little cottage at the edge of a bustling town, lived a curious girl named Tilly. Tilly was known throughout the neighborhood for her ...




	Age 2-5 Years
Hungry on the Steps - Early Learning. Author: Nandini Nayar, Illustrator: Nirzara Verulkar. Categories: Age 2-5 Years, All FKB Books, Animals, Cats, Counting, Creative Commons, Dogs, Early Reader, Grade K and Pre K, Read along video, Rhyming, Storyweaver-Pratham, Toddlers. Count with a hungry family, trekking up the stairs to their house, and ...




	How To Turn Any Book Into A PDF Or eBook
You can use the app to set your scanning preferences and create a PDF of the captured images. Popular smart book scanning options include CZUR Shine Ultra, VIISAN DL8, and IRIScan Desk 5 PRO ...




	Valentine's Day 2024: The 24 Best Romance Books of the Year, So Far
Out February 13. Casually subversive simply for casting a barely-keeping-it-together new mother in the role of alluring romance protagonist, Hannah Tate, Beyond Repair is a snappy but emotionally ...




	The True Story of 'Feud: Capote vs. The Swans'
Based on the book Capote's Women: A True Story of Love, Betrayal, and a Swan Song for an Era by Laurence Leamer, Feud tells the story of Capote and the group of New York City socialites he ...




	What the border bill would and wouldn't do
02:31 - Source: CNN. CNN —. Just about everyone agrees that whatever US immigration system is supposed to exist at the southern border — and beyond it — is badly broken. The number of ...




	English Stories
Categories: Age 2-5 Years, All FKB Books, Beginner English, BookDash, Creative Commons, Early Reader, English Stories, Grade 1 to Grade 3, Grade K and Pre K. Karabo's Question is a rhyming book for young children. This book focusses on the /əʊ/ sound, eg "ow" in know, "oe" in tow, "o" in no, "ew" in sew.




	10 Books to Read for Black History Month, All by Columbia Authors
But as Columbia law professor Kimberlé Crenshaw makes clear in her new book, Black women and girls have also been harmed and killed by the police, and their stories deserve to be heard. Crenshaw, who coined the terms "critical race theory" and "intersectionality," is a leading authority on civil rights and Black feminist legal theory ...




	Book: Margaret Atwood, Douglas Preston edit story collaboration
Book: Margaret Atwood, Douglas Preston edit story collaboration 'Fourteen Days' The novel is an ambitious project, written by 36 authors yet achieving a unified voice of sorts, as every character ...
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